On-Site Photos of London City Bus Crash with Crown Victoria at
Wellington & Commissioners Road in London, Ontario

Posting Date: 9 Sept 2011

The following are on-site photos taken within minutes of an impact between a London
City Bus and a Black, Crown Victoria passenger car that occurred at the intersection of
Commissioners Road and Wellington Road at about 1705 hours this evening.

The black Crown Victoria had likely been attempting to make a left turn from
southbound on Wellington to eastbound on Commissioners while the City bus was
travelling straight through, northbound on Wellington.

What | have warned about repeatedly is what happened here with respect to the chain
link fence and the front end of the bus. Take a close look at the front end of the bus and
you will see the upper pole of the fence sticking through the windshield and into the
driver's space. This horizontal pole is like a harpoon that | have warned about a number
of times and have posted an article ("Harpoon Heaven") a few months ago discussing
this danger here on this website.

Preliminary reports are that all persons involved in the event were either uninjured or
sustained non-life-threatening injuries. But that is not the point. A harpoon like this, that
penetrates into the interior of a bus, has the potential of causing major injury and death
to whichever passenger may be in its midst.

This scenario was demonstrated some 25 years ago on Highway 401 near Cambridge,
Ontario where such a horizontal pole harpooned the upper torso of a bus passenger.
The passenger could not be removed until two ends of the pole were cut and the
passenger was transported to hospital with the pole still sticking through both sides of
his body. Miraculously that passenger survived because no major organs were
contacted, but this is pure luck.

Our roadway infrastructure is littered with these kind of chain link fences and horizontal
poles yet the general public remains unaware of the issue and it has not been publicly
discussed.
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UPDATE: SEPTEMBER 11, 2011

Several days have now passed since the accident and the London area has gone on to
more news-worthy items such as the 10th anniversary of the World Trade Centre
terrorists acts.

| returned to the accident site this morning and conducted a further evaluation of the
evidence which will be shown in the following photos.

Before that however, | want to review some of the comments made about the crash by
locals on the London Free Press website. Unfortunately a number of commentaters can
be rude, uninformed and simply a nuisance to the process of free speech, but not all.
However, it is revealing to note what the general population thinks and knows about
incidents like this.

For example, much of the talk was about whether pictures of the accident site should be
publicly displayed as one person was troubled by photos taken of injured persons. Here
is a sample of some comments:



Comment 1
Wonder who wasn't paying attention?
Comment 2

Posting pictures of people injured is absolutely disgusting. Expect a phone call from me
on Monday. This is an unethical act to invade an individuals privacy.

Comment 3
I wonder which of these drivers was texting as they sailed through a red light.
Comment 4:

Drivers are crazy these days and there is no real info as to who was at fault in this case.
As for the photo | simply see medical personel you can not reall y see any one up close
and personal. If you want to remain out of the cameras eye stay in your own home. Big
Brother is always watching don't forget the security cameras down town which run all
day and night. Privacy pretty much ended after 9/11.

Comment 5:

Get a grip Barbara...Thomas is right ..you don't have this presumed "privacy" you
believe you are entitled to..once you step out your front door your in public domain..not
only that your using your computer in your house which is connected to the internet..your
even more at risk of being exposed to the world....Besides whether you like it or not this
is all for your protection and safety..Father McGuinty and the growing Police state would
like to remind of this when you gripe about your high taxes and so called invasion of
privacy.

Comment 6:

How the heck does a city bus end up so far off the roadway? A car couldnt push it very
far. Speeding has to be a factor let alone a lack of defensive driving. Im not riding a bus
ever.

Comment 7:

Barbara also know that the LTC is installing cameras on there buses so your privacy is
going to be even less on a PUBLIC bus.

Comment 8:

It truly is disheartening. Hopefully everyone is okay. As for Barbara there have been way
worse in the media... 9/11 and Hurricane Katrina showed way more. Lets face it, in
today's society as a whole everyone once and a while we thrive on tragedy . It allows to
remember that the world is no where near perfect. And that we need to mindful of our
surroundings in most situations. | say mindful not fearful



Comment 9:

Nonsense ... all it does is gives the newspaper a glimmer of hope that the story will sell
them 10 more newspapers today then yesterday ...

Comment 10:

This is what happens when an older lady who shouldn't be driving runs a red light! If you
can't see the red or green lights you should not be on the road! Speed was also a hug
factor and look at the point of impact on the bus right where the driver sits on the bus
perhaps the crash startled him and of course he/she would be moving to thier right after
being hit... just some reasonable deduction needed here folks. My Thoughts are with the
Driver and Passengers who have been hospitilized. Bus Driving School, coach and
transit are in the top 5 of most stressful jobs in North America only to be beat by
Firefighters and Police!

as for these comments of privacy grow up people there are cameras every where learn
to accept it and embrace it .T

Comment 11:

Actually, this is what happens when the reality of MOST London drivers running red
lights happens. | have been commuting on a bike for 30 years, and witness drivers of
ALL ages running red lights constantly! Can't blame accidents on little old ladies, that
went out the door 20 years ago. No matter whom is too blame, let's hope everyone will
be okay in the end. Barbara, good luck with your letter, | think you should watch the
news media @ 6 tonight and see what TV has been broadcasting for decades,
accidents, robberies, assaults, animal cruelty, terrorism, you name it! It's odd to me that
you haven't written every TV network and newspaper media outlet in the world, if your
really that offended by just 6 local pictures.

Comment 12:

I would not be surprised if the bus drive was at fault!l walk with 2 canes and hate having
to tale the bus for the main reason most of the drivers drive too fast then have to slam on
their brakes...by the time i reaach my destination im in so much pain and can barely
stand up! Most of them dont wait for you to get off the bus..they are always in a hurry |
think they should have to be tested 1 to every 2 years for their driving!

You might also gather that some persons wondered about who caused the collision and
there was the usual, perennial and all-inclusive opinions about bad drivers.



Commenter 3 seemed to believe that one of the vehicles travelled through a red light
when, in fact, this could likely have been a left turn made on a green signal for both
drivers.

Commenter 6 eluded to the possibility that the bus driver was speeding because of the
distance that the bus travelled to final rest. The commenter might be right but he made
this comment without knowing anything about the rate of deceleration from impact to
rest and might also have not understood that a large bus with a lot of kinetic energy can
produce a lot of visible damage in its wake.

Commenter 10 immediately draws the conclusion that an "old lady" was driving the car
and that she "ran a red" light. The commenter then states " ... just some reasonable
deduction needed here folks". In my opinion, this jumping to conclusions is simply scary.

Commenter 11 also believed someone travelled through a red light. Such a belief is
impossible given the available evidence.

The sum of the commentary was spent on privacy issues and blaming one driver or
another without sufficient evidence to support those conclusions. Also, nothing was
provided from the various news outlets to help understand what happened, what the
dangers were, or what we could learn from this. Police also will retain some facts of the
matter and these will be stored away in some none-accessible file that will eventually be
disposed of and little of the details will be made available for the public's education.

We could learn much more from this event. Let us examine what additional details were
available from today's site examination. The photos commence on the following page.
Note that this examination is made on the third day after the collision and the various
parts of the struck fence, etc, are still lying on the ground. The firs photo shows an
overall view of the site looking north-east from the south-west.

The irony in this photo is that it is
taken looking at the largest hospital
- e in London. Yet, a danger lurks right
- at its perimeter and no-one has
taken notice of it. The chain link
fence runs both south along
Wellington Road and east along
Commissioners Road. But it also
exists on the south-east quadrant of
this intersection. Not only that, but
Wellington and Commissioners is
the busiest intersection in London
and, in combination, about 75,000
vehicles past through this
intersection daily. So, one would
think that it would be a good idea to pay attention to the roadside furniture.




Below is a view looking south from the south side of the intersection and it shows the
area of impact between the vehicles. The point of impact can be identified by the gouge
that is shown in the closer view at the bottom of this page.
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If you look at some of the photos taken shortly after the impact you will recognize that
the car was pushed a substantial distance northward after the impact. The bus
meanwhile travelled toward the north east and into the noted chain link fence in the
background, shown in the photo below.
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If you look closely at the sidewalk you might be able to see the dual tire marks of the
bus as it exited the asphalt pavement just before, or as it was striking the fence. If those
marks are not clear in the above photo then they should be so in the photo on the top of
the following page. | have not taken any measurements nor have | conducted any
official speed analysis but consider this scenario. If the bus decelerated at a rate of 0.5g
over a distance of 50 metres to rest then its initial speed would be about 80 km/h. A
situation where there are visible tire marks would lead one to believe that the rate of
deceleration was above 0.5 for the tires causing those marks. And if some wheels are
causing such marks then the rest of the wheels might cause decelerations at a similar
level. So is there a reason to be concerned about the speed of the bus? Well, yes.
Certainly police should be on top of this with measurements, photos and calculations.
While some of the commenters | discussed earlier were making comments about old
ladies who should not be allowed to drive, the majority of the blame could actually be
with the bus driver who might have been travelling too quickly in order to make it
through a traffic signal that was soon to change to amber or red. We do not know, and



this is the reason why we conduct scientific, objective analysis before we draw
conclusions.




As the bus plows through the chain link fence we can follow its path along the visible
tire marks in the grass to its final rest position as shown in the photos below.



