Cyclist On Hyde Park Rd South of Ilderton In Critical Condition

Posting Date: 26 Aug 2010

This morning a 42-year-old female cyclist was reportedly struck from behind by an SUV
while travelling southbound on Hyde Park Road just on the southern outskirts of
llderton, Ontario. Below is a view looking southbound just prior to the suspected area of
impact.

The roadway is a downgrade with a limited visibility for the SUV driver however there
should have been sufficient viewing distance to observe the cyclist. Evidence from this
type of collision is often scarce and the point of impact (POI) is often difficult to detect
because the evidence can be so minimal. The existence of bright sunshine (as was the
case today) makes such a determination that much more difficult because the sunlight
white-washes the road making it very difficult to see roadway markings. It is best to
examine such evidence in the early morning or in the evening when the sun is just rising
or setting. A good cloudy day is also helpful.



| cannot be certain buy my best work at finding the point of impact is shown in the photo
below.

This is based on the apparent smudging of black, tire-like material on the pavement just
to the outside (toward the shoulder) of the white painted line. There is also a
disturbance of the gravel near the edge of the asphalt. Because the police would have
the advantage of seeing the damage to the vehicle and the pattern of the debris they
should be able to confirm whether | am right.

If so then obviously the cyclist was travelling very close to the asphalt edge when she
was struck and the SUV would have to have strayed to the right to strike her. Consider
this: A typical paved lane is 3.5 metres wide and an SUV might be in the range of 1.8 to
2.0 metres wide. Drivers normally do not travel in the middle of their lane but are usually
closer to the centre-line. But if we assume travel in the middle, for this example, then
the right side of the SUV should have been more than 0.75 metre away from the road
edge. If the cyclist's wheel was 10 centimetres from the road edge then the cyclist would
have to be wider than (2 X .65) 1.3 metres in order to be contacted. That is not likely so
I think the SUV driver is going to have a problem. Besides, one should go around a
cyclist or not pass if there is oncoming traffic that prevents veering out. Of course there
can be many unknown issues surrounding this case as is so with all cases.



Unless the police are absolutely sure of their findings they should always return to such
an accident site near sunset to confirm that they have seen all the markings that they
think are there. Since the collision reportedly occurred near 0730 hours it is possible the
police reconstrutionist may have arrived early enough to view the road surface before
the sun got too high. But generally, | have to say that police fail to return to the site after
the sun is no longer a factor in such situations when they should be doing so. This also
happens in situations when a roadway is wet - police should re-attend when the
roadway dries to confirm they have got everything they should. It can be surprising how
hidden markings can just open up and reveal themselves under proper lighting
conditions.

UPDATE: August 26, 2010, 2140 Hours

The cyclist has been identified as Patricia Stacey of llderton, Ontario. Her injury status
has now been improved from critical to fair. The 42-year-old London man who was the
driver of the SUV has been charged with failing to avoid a collision but has not yet been
identified.



