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Speed & Poor Road Conditions Likely Factors In Single Vehicle 

Fatal Collision on Ebenezer Road in South -West Oxford County  

A westbound vehicle that crested a hill on Ebenezer Road and crashed was likely 

travelling at excessive speed when its driver encountered poor road conditions. The 

collision reportedly occurred at approximately 0530 hours on Tuesday, July 28, 2015.  

The photo below shows a view looking west along Ebenezer Road as the driver would 

have experienced it in the darkness of the early morning. 

 

Westbound view along Ebenezer Road from several hundred metres east of the hillcrest 
where the subject driver encountered problems which ultimately led to the fatal 

collision.  
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Travelling a very high speed it would provide the driver very little opportunity to 

observe that the right edge of the road was deteriorated near the crest of the hill. This 

would be made worse by the darkness and that the headlights of the vehicle would not 

be pointing down on the pavement due to the curvature of the hill.  

 

Upon reaching the hillcrest it would have been difficult to detect the deteriorated right 
road edge considering the darkness and the projection of the headlights due to the 

curvature of the hill.  

It is often not possible to determine precisely where an initial loss -of-control event 

commenced because in a very large number of such incidents no physical evidence is 

produced on the site. The evidence that is seen by investigators is often after the vehicle 

has encountered further problems that may occur several seconds downstream from the 

precipitating factors.  

Thus, in the present case, there was further deterioration of the right side of the 

pavement once the vehicle crested the hill as evidenced in the photo below. It is at this 
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point that the first tire marks became visible indicating that the vehicleôs right tires had 

travelled onto the grass next to that pavement. The westward view in the photo below 

shows the general conditions just past the hillcrest. 

 

Just past the crest of the hill the first evidence of the vehicleôs path was in the form of 
tire marks that entered the right road at a point where further deterioration of the right 

road portion of the road existed. 
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Further evidence of the deterioration of the right road edge is visible in the photo below. 

At the shadow closest to the camera the deteriorated road edge causes the usable road 

surface to narrow. For a vehicle that may be travelling relatively straight but too close to 

the right road edge, the right tires can travel off the road edge at this area of narrowing. 

 

Evidence of the deteriorated right edge of the road is present within the closest shadow 
shown in this westward view. Note how the right road edge protrudes into the road 

making the usable portion narrower.  

 

The photo below shows the area of deteriorated pavement from the opposite (eastward) 

direction so that the vehicle was approaching the camera and the hillcrest is in the 

background. 
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Viewed from the opposite (eastward) direction, the area of the pavement deterioration 
can be seen with respect the hillcrest in the background. 
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It was evident that the collision -involved vehicle passed over the broken pavement since 

the angle of its tire mark lined up with that region but also because there was evidence 

of fresh breakage of the pavement such as shown in the two photos below. 

 

Confirmation that the collision -involved vehicle passed over this area of broken 
pavement is in the form of fresh breakage of the asphalt edge such as shown in this 

photo. 
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